
Specialised Crosswords 
 

TOP TIP #2: Abbreviations used in Cryptic Crosswords:  H - P 
 

Abbreviations are often used in Cryptics.  How many of those below would you recognise?  

Note: more tips will regularly become available at www.specialisedcrosswords.co.uk  

Hard H Lake L Name N 

Hearts H Learner L New N 

Height H Left L Newton N 

Henry H Liberal L Nitrogen N 

Heroin H Line L,RY Noon N 

Horse H Litre L North(ern) N 

Hospital H Love O Nothing O 

Hot H Maiden M Old O 

Hour(s) H Male M One I 

Hundred C Mark(s) M Page P 

Husband H Married M Painter RA 

Iron Fe Masculine M Pawn P 

Island I Mass M Penny P 

Jack J Men M,OR Pence P 

Judge J Mile M Piano P 

King K,R,GR Million(s) M Posh U 

Kiss X Minute(s) M Potassium K 

Knight N Monarch ER Pound L,LB 

  Monsieur M Power P 

  Motorway M,MI Pressure P 
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 Unique and thoughtful crossword-based gifts for friends, family or work-colleagues.  Imagine 
their surprise and pleasure when they are solving a crossword and find it’s all about them! 
 

 A regular high-quality crossword in your publication keeps it on the coffee table for longer 
and gets it read more.  Ask Encota to become your magazine’s regular crossword setter 
 

 Cryptic crosswords are great for brain training – use it or lose it!  Tim is available to teach 
you how to solve them (especially for those too afraid to ask!), as well as wider workshops 
on problem solving and lateral thinking 

 

Specialised Crosswords is run by Tim King, the crossword setter Encota, who sets puzzles for 
publications including The Times, The Sunday Telegraph, The Independent and The Magpie specialist 
crossword magazine.  Tim is also the crossword editor of the journal of the Institute of 
Telecommunications Professionals (ITP).  Visit www.specialisedcrosswords.co.uk or contact him on 
encota@btinternet.com to see how Specialised Crosswords can help you or your organisation. 
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